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Outcomes for Reading First 
Technical Session #1

• Understand the organizational structure of 
the Reading First grant both at the national 
and state level.

• Identify the targeted student population for 
the Reading First grant.

• Understand the Professional Development 
expectations and required content of the 
Reading First grant.



Outcomes for Reading First 
Technical Session #1
(continued)

• Develop a knowledge base of what Scientifically 
Based Reading Research (SBRR) is and how 
SBRR will need to be used to select core reading 
and supplemental programs.

• Develop an introductory base of knowledge on the 
Reading First Evaluation Tool that will be used to 
review core and supplemental reading programs.

• Understand the Reading First Subgrant Process.



Reading in Kentucky
Goal: Ensuring that all children 
reach proficiency

NAEP Results
Kentucky was one of only three states (with Connecticut and 

Colorado) to make statistically significant reading gains 
from 1992 to 1994 and from 1994 to 1998.

Kentucky 4th grade readers began two points below the 
national average in 1992, equaled the national average in 
1994, and moved three points above the national average 
in 1998.



Reading in Kentucky
Goal: Ensuring that all children 
reach proficiency

Statewide Reading Assessment Data
The California Test of Basic Skills (CTBS) yearly averages in 

reading have increased steadily over the past four years. 
The Reading NCE (normal curve equivalency) scores 

averaged 49.33 in 1997 and increased to 54.8 in 2001. 
Statewide reading scores on the Kentucky Core Content Test 

(KCCT) have increased every year since 1997.  
The KCCT results for reading averaged 78.89 in the initial 

year (1999) and increased to 80.69 in 2001 and to 81.89 in 
2002.



Existing Support for
Elementary Reading

Reading Excellence Grant (expired Sept., 2002)
Comprehensive School Reform (Literacy Grants)
Title I - Part A - Even Start 
Title III - Limited English Proficiency
Senate Bill 186 - Collaborative Center 
for Literacy Development (CCLD)
Early Reading Incentive Grants (ERIG)



Challenges 

2002 Kentucky Core Content for Assessment in
Reading

52% of students with free/reduced lunch scored 
below proficient
61% of African-American students scored below 
proficient
64% of LEP students scored below proficient
64% identified with disabilities scored below 
proficient



Reading First

Authorized under Title I, Part B, Subpart 1 
of No Child Left Behind Act of 2001
Rigorous state grant application process
Federally funded 6 year grant 
(Year 1 - 2003-2004)



Reading First is a national effort 
to support States to make 

EVERY child a proficient reader

Significant Support for Reading



Kentucky Reading First

Applied May, 2002 awarded April, 2003
Rigorous process (Expert Review Panel)
$ 89 million over six years ($13.7 per year)
Overall grant period - 6 years



Kentucky Reading First

Approximately $11 million to
districts/schools

Targets schools most in need for primary 
age students
Requires commitment of behalf of state, 
districts, schools, parents, students, and the 
community 
90 eligible districts (255 targeted schools)



District Eligibility

Districts with one or more schools with 50% or
greater reading below proficient in 4th grade reading
based on the KCCT

AND

One of the following three criteria:



District Eligibility

District has jurisdiction over a geographic area that
includes an area designed as an empowerment zone
or enterprise community 

or
District has jurisdiction over a significant number of
schools identified for Title 1 school improvement

or
District has 15% or more children living below the
poverty level. 



Who are the targeted 
students for 
Reading First?



Primary (K-3) Students



Students with reading difficulties



Students who are at risk of 
being referred to 

special education based on reading 
difficulties



Students who have been 
evaluated but not identified



Students who are served and 
identified with learning disability 

related to reading



Students who are deficient in 
essential reading components



Students who are identified 
Limited English Proficiency



Reading First Targeted Students
Primary (K-3) students

Reading difficulties

At risk of referral

Evaluated but not 
identified

Served and identified LD 
in reading

Deficient in reading 
components

Identified LEP



QUESTIONS



Kentucky Reading
First Priorities
• Increased professional 

development
• Scientifically-based 

instructional programs, 
materials, and instruction

• Valid and reliable screening, 
diagnostic, and on-going 
classroom assessments

• State-wide accountability and 
leadership structures



Increased Professional 
Development

• Statewide Professional Development 
(to scale)

• Build capacity to support scientifically 
based reading instruction

• District pd related to SBRR content, 
programs, and assessments



Professional Development
Expectations

District/School RF Coach (80 hours)
KDE,  RF summer institutes, school level pd 
RF Teachers (80 hours)
RF summer institute and  Ongoing district/school

level 
RF Principals (20 hours)
RF summer institute, RF Principals’ Academy

(KLA), and GATES grant modules
Parents
SBDM collaboration and Family Youth Resource 

Centers (FYRC)



Professional Development
Content

Focus on What Works in Reading Instruction
Essential Components of K-3 Reading Instruction 

Systematic and Explicit Instruction in:

• Phonemic awareness

• Phonics

• Fluency

• Vocabulary

• Comprehension



QUESTIONS



Scientifically-Based Instructional 
Programs, Materials, and Instruction

• Each Reading First school will implement a 
comprehensive reading program or learning 
system grounded in SBRR

• Comprehensive programs address the five 
essential components of reading and include 
supplementary and intervention 
materials/strategies

• Programs must align to the state standards 
(AE, POS, CC)

• KY Program Evaluation Tool



IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS

Preventing Reading
Difficulties in Young
Children

Catherine E. Snow, M.
Susan Burns, and Peg
Griffin, editors

National Research
Council, 1998

Reading Research Summary



What Is Scientifically Based 
Reading Research (SBRR)?

SBRR is research that:

• applies rigorous, systematic, and objective 
procedures to obtain valid knowledge 
relevant to reading development, reading 
instruction, and reading difficulties; and

• employs systematic empirical methods that 
draw on observation or experiment;

• involves rigorous data analyses that are 
adequate to test the stated hypotheses and 
justify the general conclusions drawn;



SBRR is research that…SBRR is research that…

• relies on measurements or observational 
methods that provide valid data across 
evaluators and observers and across multiple 
measurements and observations; and

• has been accepted by a peer-reviewed 
journal or approved by a panel of 
independent experts through a comparably 
rigorous, objective and scientific review



Comprehensive Reading Programs/Learning 
Systems

Interventions
Plan for monitoring student progress
Intensive Assistance Reading Plans

Supplementary
Connected to the Core program

Enhance reading instruction
and practice

Core
Reading
Program

5 essential components

Professional Development Support
Implementation Plan
Monitoring process

90
minutes



Comprehensive Reading Programs
(Learning Systems)

Supplementary

Core Reading Program
(5 essential components)

Interventions

Professional Development Support
Implementation Plan
Monitoring Process

Core Reading Program
(5 essential components)

InterventionsSupplementary



Core Reading Program

5 Essential Components
•Phonemic awareness

•Phonics

•Fluency

•Vocabulary

•Comprehension



Supplementary

• Connected to the Core 
Reading Reading 
Program

• Enhance reading 
instruction and 
practice



Interventions

• Plan for monitoring 
student progress 

• Intensive Assistance 
Reading Plans



Comprehensive Reading Programs
(Learning Systems)

Supplementary

Core Reading Program
(5 essential components)

Interventions

Professional Development Support
Implementation Plan
Monitoring Process



Kentucky Reading Program 
Evaluation Tool

• Ensures all programs will be aligned to state 
standards

• Ensures all programs are comprehensive 
including the design and content

See Section 5 Evaluation Tool



QUESTIONS



Valid and reliable 
assessments

KY RF requires the use of assessments for:

• Screening
• Diagnosing
• Progress monitoring



KY Reading First Assessments

Group Reading Assessment and
Diagnostic Evaluation (GRADE)

Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early
Literacy Skills (DIBELS)



Assessment

• All Reading First schools must assess 
ALL primary students using the 
GRADE and DIBELS assessments.



Assessment Framework

KY Reading First
Grant Proposal 

Page 22-23



QUESTIONS



Statewide Accountability and 
Leadership Structure

• States must participate in national 
evaluation

• Districts/schools must agree to 
participate in a state-wide 
evaluation



Statewide 
Leadership Structure

District RF Coach

RF Principals
RF Teachers

School Literacy Teams
SBDM Councils/Parents

School RF Coach

Kentucky Department of Education
State Reading Coach



QUESTIONS



Kentucky 
Reading First Phases

Application

Implementation

Monitoring



Application Phase

Determining eligibility (KDE)
Determining to participate (non-
negotiables)
Intensive technical assistance 
(July - November)
Letter of Intent
Writing the grant



Determining to 
Participate

Agree to Non-negotiables
• School Reading First Coach (full-time)
• Reading Component in the Comprehensive School 

Improvement Plan
• School Reading/Literacy Team
• 90 minutes of reading instruction, including 

writing
• On-going assessment and intervention



Non-negotiables 
(con’t)

• Alignment with components of KY Program of 
Studies

• District Commitment - District Reading First 
Coach

• Professional development for administrators and 
instructional leaders

• Participation in state-wide evaluation and any 
federal level evaluation

• Family literacy component



Commitments of Districts

• Collaboration across district departments (special 
education)

• District Reading First Coach/Contact
• Ongoing professional development and support 

for administrators, coaches, and teachers
• Allocate time and resources to ensure success
• Assist with classroom assessment issues
• Support data-driven instruction
• Foster principal leadership



Commitments of Schools

• Full-time school-level Reading First Coach
• Literacy/Reading team
• Support of ongoing professional development (RF 

institutes, monthly planning sessions, in-class 
coaching, etc.)

• Administrator support and participation
• Adequate allocation of resources
• SBDM approval
• Team approach to change 



Commitments of RF Classroom 
and Special Education Teachers

• Rethink/modify practices
• Understand how children read
• Develop both theoretical and practical 

knowledge  - 5 essential components
• Administer all assessments within the 

program
• Participate in all RF professional 

development



Intensive Technical Assistance
Technical Assistance Sessions

July - Orientation
August - School Team Orientation
September - SBRR Programs and Materials
September/October - Vendor Fairs
October - RF Professional Development Plans
November - Grant Writing Assistance



Letter of Intent

KY Reading First
Grant Proposal 

Page 20



KY RF Timeline

July  
Administrators’ Overview Sessions

August 
School Teams’ Overview Sessions

September
SBRR programs and materials TA session
School letter of intent to districts (26th)
Vendor Fairs



October
Vendor Fairs
District submits Letter of Intent to KDE (10th)
RF Professional Development Plans

November
Grant Writing TA session



December
RF proposals due to KDE (5th)
Expert panel review

January/February
Grant announcements



How will Kentucky Reading First help 
schools and teachers produce successful 

readers?
• By focusing on high 

quality, comprehensive 
K-3 classroom reading 
instruction for all 
children

• By basing instructional 
decisions on what 
works

• By putting the solid 
research base about 
reading instruction into 
the hands of teachers



How will schools know if they 
have a comprehensive program?

Every child will be reading!





Contact Information

Felicia Cumings Smith
fcumings@kde.state.ky.us
Linda Holbrook
lhobroo@kde.state.ky.us
Saundra Hamon
shamon@kde.state.ky.us
Denise Bailey
dbailey@kde.state.ky.us



QUESTIONS


